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Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

9:30 Christian Education 

Adults and Youth 

10:30 Holy Communion   

Sunday School for Ages 2-11 
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Message from Robin+ 

Alleluia! 

This newsletter may come to you while we are still observing Lent, but Easter is on the way, 
and hopefully some spring weather along with it. Beginning on Easter Day and for the next six 
Sundays, as the liturgical season of Easter continues until the Day of Pentecost, we will          
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Each week we will begin worship with the words 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

It has always puzzled me a bit that this acclamation in our Book of Common Prayer ends all 
these sentences with periods.  It seems to me that they should end with exclamation points!  
After a long, solemn Lent it seems fitting that we celebrate the resurrection for more than one 
day. The resurrection changed everything.   

In our lectionary during the season of Easter we will be reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
where we would normally read from the Old Testament, or Hebrew scripture.  This alone says 
something about the change effected by the resurrection.  If you were reading the Gospel of 
Luke during Lent, and plan to continue (or begin!) to read the Acts of the Apostles in the Easter 
season, the story continues. In Acts we hear what happened once the frightened Apostles began 
to live in the light of the resurrection, and it’s a text full of energy, excitement, and power.  
What we will notice is that the Apostles are truly practicing resurrection. They don’t always get 
it right, but that doesn’t stop them.   

At Christ and Grace we are also living in the light of the resurrection, and while we may not 
always get it right, we too will keep on practicing.  As we begin our ministry together, I want to 
hear from you what will bring new life to you individually and in the life of Christ and Grace. 
What are you hoping for? What might bring new growth to your spiritual life? Join us in          
worship and for adult, youth, and children’s education.  Join the choir or ask a Vestry member 
how you can help. My door is always open – you are welcome to stop by for conversation. 

May the opening acclamation each Sunday remind us that we are living in the season of Easter, 
and may it inspire us to look for resurrection in our own lives and in the world around us. 

We have fifty days of Alleluias ahead of us. But how will we echo it in our common life in the 
world? How will we practice this resurrected life? 

In closing, ponder these words ~ 

So, friends, every day do something 

that won’t compute. Love the Lord. 

Love the world. Work for nothing. 

Take all that you have and be poor. 

Love someone who does not deserve it…… 

Be joyful, though you have considered all the facts. 

Practice Resurrection… 

 ~ Wendell Berry, exerpted from Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

Monday, March 26, Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 27, Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 28, Evening Prayer 5:30 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday, March 29, HE Service and                   
 Solemn Stripping of the Altar 7:00 p.m.  
 

Good Friday, March 30, Noon  and 5:30 p.m. Service                  
Stations of the Cross following  the 5:30 p.m. service 



8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist II 

10:00 a.m.  Easter Egg Hunt  

10:30 a.m.  Festival Holy Eucharist II                                                    
         Flowering of the Cross and Mite Boxes 

WORSHIP DURING THE EASTER SEASON 

 

We have waited forty days for Easter to arrive, and the good news is that now we have 50 days to celebrate. While it’s 
probably not a good idea to enjoy Easter foods for the next 50 days for health reasons, we can continue the Easter joy in 
worship. The Great Fifty Days of Easter allow us to give joyful thanks for the Resurrection of our Lord and to worship in 
the light of that Resurrection.   

 

What had long been the accepted explanation for sitting, standing and kneeling during worship was that we were to sit for 
instruction, kneel for prayer and stand for praise. Some of these practices began in the Middle Ages when worship was 
more penitential, and we see this more penitential tone in the Rite I liturgies in our Book of Common Prayer. When the 
1979 Book of Common Prayer was adopted, the liturgies for Rite II were less penitential, shifting the primary focus of 
worship from approaching God on our knees asking for forgiveness to approaching God on our feet offering God “our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving” (p. 369). Eucharistic Prayer B (p. 367ff) even takes it a step further – “In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.” (p. 368) This language is no accident. The writers 
of this Eucharistic Prayer were encouraging us to get off of our knees and celebrate the Good News of our redemption in 
Jesus Christ!  

 

Theologian John Westerhoff speaks of “the dance we are called to in our church: the liturgy as the music; the church   
seasons playing the major themes, underpinning all; our bodily position a mirror of the themes initiating emotions, a dance 
amongst the physical, emotional and intellectual parts of self – to the tune of the liturgy. During the penitential season of 
Lent, we recognize our sinfulness. Confession abounds, and we kneel as the music and liturgy change, reflecting the sinful 
human condition.” 

 

With Easter we become an Easter People for whom Christ died. We are worthy, we are beloved, redeemed, and we stand 
as new beings in front of the God who loves us. Our liturgy reflects this, as our music changes and we omit the confession 
for the 50 Days of Easter. We claim our redemption as we stand before God.   

 

My work as your priest isn’t to force you to change your habits or personal piety. But I do believe that part of my vocation 
it is to help educate you on why we do the things that we do during worship. If we understand the history and theology 
behind the things that we say and do during worship, it can enhance our experience of worship in a deeply profound way.  

 

I encourage you to think about why you do what you do during worship. If you prefer to kneel during the Eucharistic 
Prayer, by all means, do so. Whether you choose stand or kneel during the Great Thanksgiving, at the end of the day,    
our physical posture during worship is not a matter of salvation. In the scheme of things, God is just delighted that we are 
offering our thanks and coming to the altar to receive his Son and our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

From Easter Day onward I will be standing for the Prayers of the People as a symbol that we are a resurrection people, 
and the Confession will return at Pentecost.  Please come talk with me if you want to explore this further. May you walk 
in the light of Christ in this Easter season.   

Robin+ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

8:00 HEII 

10:00 Egg Hunt 

10:30 HEII 

2 

Office  Closed 

 

3 4 

 

 

No 1st Wed. 

Potluck 

5 

 

 

7pm  AA           

Adult Choir 

 

6 7 

8  

8:00 HEII 

9:30 Education 

Adults and Youth 

10:30 HEII          

SS ages 2-11 

9 

 

 

 

7 pm Tri-Cities 

Band Rehearsal 

10 

 

 

 

7 pm Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

11  

                         

3 pm Garden 

Club Meeting 

12 

 

 

7pm  AA           

Adult Choir 

13 14 

 

11 am   William            

Beville Memorial 

Service at church   

Reception in           

Lackey Hall 

15                   

8:00 HEII 

9:30 Education 

Adults and Youth 

10:30 HEII          

SS ages 2-11 

5:30 Celtic 

16 

 

6:30 pm Vestry 

Mtg. 

7 pm Tri-Cities 

Band Rehearsal 

17 

 

 

7 pm Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

18 19 

 

7pm  AA           

Adult Choir 

 

20 

 

2 pm Deborah 

Adams, Grave-

side Blandford 

Reception in 

Lackey Hall 

21                          

8 am Men’s    

Breakfast 

22              
8:00 HEII 

9:30 Education 

Adults and Youth 

10:30 HEII              

SS ages 2-11 

23 

 

 

7 pm Tri-Cities 

Band Rehearsal 

 

24 

 

 

7 pm Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

25 26 

 

 

7pm  AA           

Adult Choir 

 

27 28 

29                          

8:00 HEII 

9:30 Education 

Adults and Youth 

10:30 HEII         

SS ages 2-11 

30 

 

 

7 pm Tri-Cities 

Band Rehearsal 

 

     

April 2018 

Lackey Hall and Kitchen 

TBPA Event /Valerie Jones 

Fri. Set up      Sat. 9-5 pm 
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SUNDAY ADULT  EDUCATION (9:30 A.M.) 

April 1  –  Easter Day  No Adult Education  

 
April 8  -  No Adult Education 
 
April 15 - Adult Education — What are you Looking for?  

THURSDAY AM BIBLE STUDY!    
Meets at 7:30 a.m. in Lackey Hall led by 
Claire Brill. We are currently reading 
Luke-Acts using the Forward Day by Day 
as our guide!  Coffee is great and          
discussion even better. 

OUTREACH GARDEN 

The Outreach Committee      
invites you to be a part of the 
very   rewarding ministry of our 
Outreach Garden.  We need 
sowers, waterers, pickers,  
weeders and deliverers (to the 
HOPE Center).  If you can lend 
a hand during the spring and 
summer months, please contact 
Angela Baldwin 895-3931 or 

Debbie Newman 691-8153.  

During these last few weeks, I have experienced a new way 
of seeing...literally, having had cataract surgery on both eyes.  

I am quite pleased to see long distance without wearing 
glasses having needed them since the fifth grade.  Now I only 

need them to read.   

Alongside this, I have been engaged in the many church   
activities in this season of Lent.  I found myself listening 

with more intention because of inability to see the written 
word.  At times, I became frustrated and a bit irritated (sorry 

to those close around me), but more times I heard words/
phrases that have stuck with me by listening to hymns, rather 
than singing them, or listening to scripture, rather than    

reading it.  This makes me wonder,  if when we engage more 
than one of our senses at a time, do we lose out?  Do we miss 

something? I don’t know that to be true.  What I do know, 
having engaged my senses differently, I learned things in a 

new way.  And to think we not only have sight and sound, 
but smell, and taste and touch.  Just think of all the ways we 

can experience life around us if we take a moment to shift 
our focus even just a wee bit. 

With Easter upon us, new life springs forth, both in our hearts 
and in the world around us.  This experience of seeing in a 

new way during Lent will encourage me to be more          
intentional in appreciating all my senses as I encounter each 

day, each person, each experience that life has to offer. 

Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has passed away, behold, the new has come.                           

2 Corinthian 5:17 

CLAIRE’S CORNER 

OUR YOUTH 

On Saturday, March 24 our youth participated in the Spring River Clean-Up supporting 
FOLAR - Friends of the Lower Appomattox River.  Kudos to them for braving the chilly 
day pulling trash out of the river.  Thank you to Jeff and Lisa Geisz, Debbie and Ken 
Newman, Cat Richardson and Meredith Matthews for  joining our youth in this venture. 

Coming up Saturday & Sunday, April 14-15 - Camp Out   
Jeff and Lisa Geisz have offered their river cottage for the 
camp out site.  This annual event has taken place in various 
locations over the years, but it is always to honor our          
seniors. This year they are Lexi Ellis, Moses Musazi, Caleb 

Osogu and Paige Whitley.   

On Sunday, April 22, we will go on our monthly visit to the 
Petersburg Home for Ladies. 

 

 

TWO MEMORIAL SERVICES AND CELEBRATION OF 
LIFE RECEPTIONS 

On Saturday, April 14  at 11:00 am there will be a memorial service 
for William G. Beville at Christ and Grace with a Celebration of 
Life reception following in Lackey Hall. 

On Friday, April 20 at 2:00 pm there will be a graveside service for 
Deborah Adams (sister of Lee Adams) with a Celebration of Life 
reception in Lackey Hall.  

Please contact Nancy Rawlings if you can assist with these             
receptions.  njrawlings@comcast.net or (804) 720-6771 

Tripp Matthews, Samuel Gates, Faith 
Geisz and Ann Morgan Matthews 

 MENS BREAKFAST GROUP                                                      

The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet again on Saturday, Apr il 
21,  from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. All men are always invited to attend. 



Christ and Grace Church 

1545 South Sycamore St. 

Petersburg, VA  23805 

Address  Services  Requested 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Rev. Robin Teasley, Rector 

Claire Brill, Lay Assistant 

Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary 

Contact the Church 

Phone: 804-733-7202 

Fax: 804-861-1521 

Web site: 
www.christandgrace.org 

Office Hours 

Tuesday—Thursday, 9 - 1:00 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

The Church News is published 
monthly, Sept.—June.   

Deadline is the 15th. 
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CELTIC EVENSONG & COMMUNION 

Please join us for our next Celtic Evensong 
and  Communion Service on Sunday, April 15.  

Our featured vocalist will be Laraine Smith.            
Pre-service music begins at 5:15 p.m. and    
the service begins at 5:30. Casual dress is   
encouraged. Please bring a friend and plan to 
stay for the reception that follows the service. 

Bishop Hollerith announced at Annual council plans for his   
retirement for the end of this year.   

Ann Ifekwunigue delivered the books left from the Anne           
Rusimissell CPC Book sale to Destiny Services, Inc. located on 
Brown Street.  This is a facility that provides for mental health 
prevention and family services.  Also she delivered the remaining  
children’s books to the Little Free Library located at Lee            
Elementary School. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will be hosting a fundraiser Dinner 
with the Washingtons to commemorate the 1781 Battle of           
Petersburg.  This will be a multi-course Federal Period dinner 
prepared by the church’s chefs on Friday, April 27 at 6:00 p.m.  
Cost: $45 per person.  The meal will feature recipes from Dining 
with the Washingtons, a cookbook co-authored by culinary         
historian Nancy Carter Crump. Reservations can be made by  
calling the church office at (804) 733-3415 or on line at 
www.stpaulspetersburg.org no later than Thursday, April 12. 

 


